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Vor. VII. 


Rasies 


From various directions come remonstrances and 
warnings concerning the prevaJence and increase of 
rabies. The existence of the disease in this country 
is due to defective regulations for its suppression. 
Over and over again has it been stamped out in large 
areas by a little energetic action continued for a few 
months, but only to appear again in the same or other 
districts. Our island formation enables us to say 
that when we stamp rabies out properly it cannot 
again appear until introduced from across the seas. 
From the continent of Europe or from Ireland come 
all our fresh supplies of rabid dogs, and not a single 
step is taken to protect us from this imported danger. 
If there were no rabid dogs there would be no death 
of human beings from hydrophobia, and this certainly 
ought to have weight with the authorities. Unfor- 
tunately the old, old difficulty arises. The Act permits 
instead of orders local authorities to enforce proper 
regulations. Sometimes politics, sometimes sport, 
and sometimes ignorance misleads the local authority 
in the recognition of its duty. The central authority 
(the Board of Agriculture) may step in and carry out 
the work, but politics again stay its hand, and so 
questions of the taxation of ground rents, the govern- 
ance of the police, or allotments for agricultural 
labourers control the number of lives to be sacrificed 
to hydrophobia. 

Only in 1886 did the Privy Council obtain the 
power to define “‘ dogs ”’ as animals and “ rabies ”’ as 
a disease under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) 
Act. Under the Dogs Act and some Police Act 


Warren when Commissioner of Police for the Metro- 
polis used the powers with such effect that he 
cleared London of rabies, and its streets of hundreds 
of dangerous ownerless dogs. The police still possess 
these powers but now that the Board of Agriculture 
ave appropriated the disease and issued orders 
8iving power to local authorities, the police are in- 
active. Why should a Chief of Police interfere in 
the suppression of a contagious disease of animals and 
in a district when the 
td 0 iculture possess all the necessa wer 

to deal with it > 
In 1886-7 permissive orders were issued by the 
"ivy Council giving powers to local authorities, but 
rabies went on gradually increasing in London. The 
"ivy Council in 1889 issued an Order enforcing the 
anting of dogs in the City of London and within 
¢ Metropolitan Police district. The London County 


tout. The Privy Council appointed a Special Com- 


| to the Council. Towards the end of 1889 the Board 
of Agriculture was formed, and it took over the 
veterinary department of the Privy Council. The 
new Board continued and extended the Rabies Order, 
applying it to surrounding counties—Essex, Herts, 

ent, Middlesex and Surrey. In 1890 the muzzling 
order was applied to Lancashire, Cheshire, and the 
West Riding of Yorkshire—three counties in which 
the disease fluctuated as by some common cause. In 
1891 modifications were made in the order and ex- 
emptions granted in certain districts. Substitution 
of a collar, with name of owner, for the muzzle be- 
ing permitted. By these amendments the Muzzling 
Order gradually disappeared, till on looking over the 
list of Orders of the Board in force on Dec. 31st, 1893, 
we find only the Rabies Order of 1892. This leaves 
every regulation optional except the seizure of stray 
dogs, the slaughter of rabid animals, and the disposal 
of diseased carcases, which are compulsory. 

In the face of a great increase of rabies in dogs 
during the past two years—from 38 in 1892 to 93 in 
1893, and 248 in 1894—the Board of Agriculture, 
instead of enforcing the regulations which experience 
has shown are effectual, content themselves with the 
issue of the stupid circular we noticed last week. 
Everyone knows that a brain in a sound skull will 
keep during the winter for some time free from putre- 
faction, but the Board seem to have been ignorant of 
the fact that nearly every dog killed on suspicion of 
rabies has his skull battered to pulp. In such a con- 
dition how long would the rabid virus remain in a 
state useful for experimental inoculation ? 

Rabies is still increasing. In the five weeks 
ending February 2nd, 1895, there were returned 7% 
cases. In the corresponding period of 1894 there 
were 15, in 1898 there were 10, and in 1892 One. 
The two centres of the disease seem to be London 
and Liverpool, and the following table will show the 
decline and increase of the disease : 


London and Lancs., Cheshire and 


Surrounding Counties. ‘Yorks., W. R. 
1887 — 30 126 
88 66 67 
89 166 102 
90 43 48 
91 27 25 
92 3 14 
93 16 23 
94 16 206 


Surely there can be only one argument drawn 
from these figures, viz. that the measures adopted in 
London in 1889 and 1890 should at once be applied 
in Lancashire and Yorkshire. 


Missioner to do the work and the expenses were charged 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
|| 
; 
in | 
re- 
no 
ng 
ial 
out | 
tly, | 
snd | 
| | 
3 on | | 
dis- 
3 no 
exor 
only | 
the | 
1eta- | 
d by | | | 
be | 
/hat- 
sense | 
ur of 
de of 
-Prof. 
E. P. 
green, 
or, F. | 
ng Dit | | 
n one | 
es | 
on. 
il 
| 


442 THE VETERINARY RECORD February 16, 1895 


CASES AND ARTICLES. 


THE GENERAL EFFECT OF LOCAL 
IRRITANTS. 
By F. W. Harz, M.R.C.V.S. 


Few practitioners, nowadays, will hold that when 
once established pneumonia can be cut short. It 
must run its course, and its phenomena are definite 
and invariable. The practice of applying irritants to 
the sides in the hope of dispelling the disease is there- 
fore untenable. But good results are claimed to 
follow the practice, and we are led to consider to 
what these good results may be attributed. Of 
course the effect of the irritant must depend toa 
great measure on its severity; and whereas a mild 
liniment may produce the most beneficial results, 
mustard freely applied may cause a fatal termination. 

The rational treatment of pneumonia in the con- 
gestive stage—after removing the cause—would ap- 

ar to be to diffuse the general circulation, or to 

leed and so relieve the local congestion. The latter 
method has been justly condemned, one reason being 
its prostrating effects, and we have only to deal with 
the former method. Now comes the question, do 
irritants applied to the chest walls act directly upon 
the lungs themselves, or have they only an effect 
upon the superficial parts? It will hardly be main- 
tained that mild irritants applied to the sides can act 
directly upon the lungs, or, in other words, appreci- 
ably influence the amount of blood supplied to the 
lungs, and it is a doubtful matter whether even 
mustard freely applied could do it. But if this effect 
could be accomplished, would it not increase the 
irritation in the lungs? It is suggested—if not 
proved—that the intrinsic cause of pneumonia is the 
presence of an irritant in the shape of a micro- 
organism. Therefore such means would go to in- 
tensify the cause of the disease, and with it the 
amount of exudation into the lung tissue which it is 
our endeavour to avoid as much as possible. It is 
acknowledged that increased constitutional disturb- 
ance invariably follows the application to the sides of 
severe irritants, and this must greatly draw upon the 
vitality of the animal, and so diminish the power of 
resistance to the disease. And even when the more 
acute stages of the disease have passed away, the 
soreness of the sides still remains ; the animal doesn’t 
feed, can’t rest himself, and takes longer to recover 
than he otherwise would. In addition, the sides are 
in such a condition that it is very difficult to ascertain 
by auscultation the progress or otherwise of your case. 
On the other hand, mild irritants locally applied have 
the effect of stimulating the blood vessels and ab- 
sorbents of the skin to increased action, and work in 
harmony with the diffusible stimulants and other 
means of procuring an equable circulation and ridding 
the system of the products of inflammation. Post- 
mortem examination of a case which has died follow- 
ing the mustard treatment shows inflammation of 
the skin. We do not want to create a new disease. 
If produced, it would paralyse for a time at least the 
salutary power of the blood vessels and absorbents of 


_the skin, to say nothing of adding fuel to the fire. 


A CASE OF DIAPHRAGMATIC HERNIA. 
By F. T. Srantey, M.R.C.V.S. 


On the evening of Tuesday, the 5th ult., a mare 
belonging to the Brighton Railway Company shewed 
signs of abdominal pain whilst at work. She was 
brought home at once and was apparently relieved of 
all pain by 10 p.m. after the usual treatment by anti- 
spasmodics and stimulants. 

I was sent for next morning as the mare ‘ was 
not so well” I found her standing and violently 
shivering. The pulse was hard and quick, the ex- 
tremities cold, and attempts to move the mare gave 
indications that she was sore allover. My diagnosis 
was—internal rupture, but I applied mustard and 
vinegar to the limbs and body, had her clothed and 
bandaged and gave powerful stimulants. I failed 
however to get any reaction, and informed the 
manager that the case was hopeless. On visiting 
her again in the afternoon she was moribund, but 
did not die till the morning of the 7th. 

A post-mortem examination disclosed a rupture 
about two inches long in the lower part of the dia- 
phragm, through which abcut two feet of small in- 
testine had passed into the thorax. On opening the 
chest the strangulated portion of intestines was found 
discoloured and detached. Possibly the separation 
occurred on removing the contents of the abdomen, 
but even if it did not occur during life the condition 
is a novel one. 

I think it is uncommon not to have had any sign 
of abdominal pain during the whole of the 6th. As. 
a rule death from strangulated intestine is preceded 
by six or eight hours of death-like coldness and free- 
dom from pain, but my experience does not include 
such a long period as twenty-four hours. 


A CASE OF RUPTURED STOMACH. 


Last week I was called in to treat a horse belong- 
ing to a doctor, a man of 80 years standing and con- 
siderable local fame. As he denounced the treatment 
adopted, I venture to send you the details of the case 
and the suggestions offered by him. 

The subject, a harness horse, ten or twelve years 
old, I had brought into the infirmary at 10.30 a.m. 
He was suffering from distension of the stomach 
evinced by repeated belchings of gas, and later 
vomition, food being ejected through the nostrils. 
The horse never became very violent but seemed in 
constant sub-acute pain. ‘ Pulse varied from 26 to 30 
beats per minute and was irregularly intermittent. 
Visible mucous membranes of a brick-red colour. 
On auscultation, there was no sound of peristaltic 
movement. 

The owner was told that the probable termination 
would be ruptured stomach. He volunteered the 
information that the ailment was stone in the bladder, 
but later, considered that a gall-stone was being 
passed. th 

However, the case was treated in accordance W! 
my diagnosis. A dose of aloes, carbonate ° 
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ammonia, chloral hydrate, and carbolic acid were 
administered—all in bolus, as it was not considered 
wise to attempt drenching. Enemata were given at 
intervals without effect. The catheter was passed, 
and the abdomen dressed with a stimulating lini- 
ment. 

When the sedative effect of the chloral had passed 
off, the patient again became uneasy, lying down and 
getting up frequently, looking at his flanks, and 
occasionally rolling over. A second ball of chloral 
and carbolic acid was given, which kept him quiet 
for an hour. He again became restless, and carbonate 
of ammonia and bicarbonate of soda aa. 3iv. and 
powdered nux vomica 3i. were now given in bolus. 
Fifty minutes afterwards violent rigors set in, pro- 
fuse sweating about the head and neck and behind 
the elbows, and a standing position was maintained 
similar to that cbserved in laminitis. The pulse was 
scarcely perceptible, thready, and numbered about 
80 beats per minute. No attempts at vomition were 
now made, and I concluded that rupture of the 
stomach had taken place. 

I saw him two hours later, and was surprised to 
find the shivering stopped, the body warmer, and the 
horse standing in a natural attitude but breathing 


On moving him, the shivering etc. suddenly re- 
commenced and he became rapidly worse, sweating 
profusely, extremities cold, and pulse imperceptible. 
This continued until he fell, and after some violent 
struggling, died, about seven hours from the time 
I supposed rupture to have occurred. 

During the evening the doctor favoured us with 
another visit and enquired whether the patient had 
had opium given him. On receiving a reply in the 
negative, he remarked that if he had been “ vetting ”’ 
the horse, he should have given a pint of castor oil 
and repeated doses of opium, and the animal could 
Evidently quite oblivious of the 
fact that the latter part of his observation applied 
equally well to many other unsuitable methods of 
treatment. I pointed out that the stomach and 
bowels were already paralysed and that the adminis- 
tration of opium would be certain to aggravate the 
condition, but the doctor remained unconvinced and 
asserted that cases of obstinate constipation were 
frequently cured by repeated doses (not homeopathic) 
of opium. Further observing that chloral was all 
“damned rot” and that in future no horse of 


= suffering similarly should have chloral given 


The post-mortem revealed an extensive rupture 


being distributed over the abdominal cavity. The 
edges of tne rent were thickened and of a dark red 
om. with flakes of lymph adhering. Otherwise 
the stomach was healthy. Neither a biliary nor a 
Vesical calculus was observable. 


The doctor, on seeing the post-mortem, had to 


— or repeated doses would have been powerless to 
Rape breach. How much I am indebted to this 
amber of the so-called “ sister profession,” for his 
assistance in diagnosis and his temperate criti- 


r oil in pints or quarts, or opium in | 8 


cism of the treatment, 1 am unable to judge; and 
have yet to learn that opium in repeated doses is the 


its functions. 
Isua. 


A MALLEIN FATALITY. 


One day last week a friend of mine injected with 
mallein a black horse, to decide the question of any 
possible glanderous infection. The horse died sud- 
denly next morning and a post-mortcm examination 
showed no signs of glanders. 
or is it cause and ctiect ? 

M.R.C.V.5, 
[We publish this case because we believe it can only 
be a coincidence, but such ao event is one which might 
be very disagreeable to a practitioner. We know no 
similar occurrence, and without many more details can 
only say that the case is unique.— Eb. | 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


YORKSAIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
(Continued from page 438.) 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
By Jas. F.R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—I must first thank you for the honour 
you have done me in electing me President of this Asso- 
ciation. 1] assure you 1 appreciate the compliment, and 
nothing shall be wanting on my part as far as I am able 
to make the year a successful one. | intend to make a few 
random remarks and | hupe tu claim your indulgence for 
a short time. 

At the present time we are comparatively in a state of 
quiescence, at least there are no subjects agitating our 
minds to any great extent, unless it is competition in its 
various forms, which seem to be yearly on the increase. 
I don’t think legitimate competition objectionable ; it 
has « tendency to stimulate us and prevent lethargy. 
I speak more especially against misrepresentation by 
registered practitioners avd others who encroach on our 
rights by representing themselves to be qualified to prac- 
tice veterinary surgery, and thus imposing upon country 
clients especially. Some correspondence, tovk place a 
short time ago and suggestions were made that the 
medical, veterinary and dental professions unite in 
their appeal for some tetter protection against empiri- 
cism. 1 hope shortly that some improvement in this 
respect may take place. This matter is one which 
certainly requires more attention than it has hitherto 
received, now that the educational standard required of 
the student is such as to necessitate a longer period of 
study, with proportionately greater fees, I consider it is 
our duty, not only to the newly qualified veterinary sur- 
eon but for our own personal welfare, to try and combat 
the present state of things which certainly seems to be 
developing, and instead of allowing further obstacles to 
our professional progress to spring up we ought to be 
seeking out fresh fields for occupation. As to our pre- 


sent position, what with the improvements in hygiene 


correct thing to rouse a paralysed alimentary canal to 


Is this a coincidence 
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and animal management, and the employment of laymen 
of various kinds our services seem to be diminishing and 
competition becoming more severe daily. Appointments 
are filled by outsiders which could be more satisfactorily 
undertaken by the qualified veterinary surgeon. Take for 
instance the travelling veterinary inspector, the meat 
inspector, and local inspectorships that are in the hands 
of registered practitioners; these are matters which 
ought to be rectified. I consider that every veterinary 
surgeon should be at liberty to undertake the inspector- 
ship duties of his own cases. Many men would rather 
not have a strange veterinary inspector visit his client, 
more especially if the inspector be a registered practi- 
tioner. Cases are known of outbreaks of infectious 
diseases where no information has been given respecting 
their nature, simply because there was an objection to a 
certain inspector ingratiating himself with stock owners. 
I believe if this alteration were made it would be some 
little assistance towards the stamping out of infections 
diseases. 

In our colonies there is comparatively an unexplored 
field for veterinary surgeons, but “ is the game worth the 
candle?” Under the present state of things in many 
cases it is doubtful. It is not much incentive to a man 
to go abroad and find that his opponents have no veter- 
inary qualification, but rely principally on their impu- 
dence tor success. Surely colonial veterinary surgeons 
have a right to have their title protected, then no doubt 
a better class of man would fill the place of the empiric. 

The time has now come when we must be up and 
doing, and nip in the bud the growing tendency to make 
every man his own horse and cattle doctor. Certain 
information given to a man will certainly assist him in 
distinguishing the difference between a competent and 
an incompetent man, but a line must be drawn over 
which if a man steps he takes the risk of having his name 
removed from the register. The indiscriminate way in 
which some veterinary surgeons lend their names to push 
comparatively worthless concoctions is surprising ; only a 

few days ago I had a man wait on me with a series of 
leaflets advertising ordinary “petroleum jelly” and 
setting forth its wonderful properties in regard to the 
medicinal treatment of horses, cattle, sheep, and dogs, 
and to use their own expression “the illnesses of the 
horse’s hoof.” Supporting its medicinal virtues were 
testimonials from no less than eight members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, eight registered 
ae poe three farriers, and two Fellows of the 

yal College of Veterinary Surgeons, eighteen of these 
twenty veterinary surgeons gave a London address. Cer- 
tainly this is one way of getting a name in print, but the 
pow: is running the risk of bringing ridicule on him- 
self and bis profession. 

I may here remark that sufficient attention is not 
paid by provincial veterinary surgeons when filling in 
their voting papers. Many votes are given to men who 
are not what might be termed the country practitioner’s 
friend. I think it is a mistake to place as our represen- 
tatives too great a percentage of one particular class of 
men. If weerr in this respect I think it ought to be 
more directly in connection with the interests of the 
general practitioners, who are in the majority. In com- 
parison with other subjects for discussion the general 
practitioner seems to be left out in the cold ; he. is sup- 
posed to be capable of looking after himself, but neither 
one man nora dozen ordinary men can make laws and 
alterations likely to be of general benefit in respect to a 
profession like ours—it will have to be done by combi- 
nation. Societies like our own must discuss subjects 
most likely to be of interest to our own personal welfare, 
and when we have arrived at some definite conclusions 
a aap must be brought to bear in the directions most 

ely to meet our views. 

We hear much grumbling from those interested in the 


veterinary colleges, that from a pecuniary point of view 
the teachers and professors are likely to suffer in the 
fature through the more stringent regulations lately 
imposed on the student. No doubt our professors have 
worked hard, and much honour is due to them, and I am 
pleased to know that some of these have benefitted 
monetarily. No doubt that during the last year or two 
the percentage of entcies at the Colleges have been 
greater owing to the knowledge that after a certain time 
the examinations would be more stringent and the period 
of study lengthened, so that in all probability for some 
time to come, the entries will be smaller in number. It. 
must be acknowledged that whilst the colleges are 
flourishing in regard to students numerically, the outlook 
for the general practitioner, whom I am trying to uphold 
to-day, is somewhat cloudy. If the votes of the latter 
class of men were taken the majority of them would no 
doubt solve the problem of depreciation in college stocks. 
by saying “ close half the institutions.” 

Some letters have lately appeared in the newspapers 
respecting a new diploma granting body. Sometime ago 
I remember reading an address given by Professor W. 0. 
Williams in which he advocated the grafting in of half- 
educated men as country practitioners. In reply I sent 
a letter to The Veterinary Record, remarking that this 
would be like carrying out the old adage, “a little: 
knowledge is a dangerous thing.” I gave in illustration 
a case I was called to about that time, when in the first 
instauce a man who had spent some time at the veterinary 
college was asked to treat a bad case of open joint, the 
treatment consisting of hot water fomentation and the 
application of ammonia liniment. I need scarcely say 
death was the result. What object Professor W. 0. 
Williams had in suggesting such a course I canngi con- 
ceive. If he had the idea that men of this class would 
only take up their abode in the country and practice: 
there I think he would be very much mistaken. Practi- 
tioners of this class would have a most disheartening 
effect on the profession, and the general practitioner 
especially ; we therefore should be on the qui vive against 
the introduction into our midst of further obstacles to 
our professional progress and pecuniary interests. The 
position of the veterinary surgeon to-day is different 
from that of fifty years ago, we have certainly obtained 
a better place socially, and we are held in much greater 
respect by the public generally, but from a pecuniary 
point of view, the veterinary surgeon of the last generation 
had less difficulty in making a competency than we have 
at the present time. Empiricism in its many forms with 
the rapidly increasing number of competitors, unless. 
means are adopted to counteract the same, will make 
honourable and successful competition largely a thing of 
the past. This state of things probably applies to other 
professions besides our own, and it is simply ridiculous 
to sit quietly and watch a course of events which we 
know is prejudicial to ourselves without making an effort 
to put up a barrier. We have powers granted us to pro 
tect ourselves, and I think we should make the most 0 
them. If a man is driven to extremity, and his whim 
leads him to sink himself and his profession for his ow? 
pecuniary benefit, or with the object of getting his nam? 
before the public, or he practices rarapant quackery 
bribery, I would ask of what service the powers gral 
us for our protection are if malpractice of this kind does 
not come within its scope. 

Another subject which [ should like to make 4 fe 
remarks upon, and which ought to pertain very lose 
to veterinary science, is the humane treatmen ald 
animals. I consider the term “ veterinarian” sho : 
be synonymous with humanity and science. As4! . 
the class of animals we come in contact with are ane 
lame, in other words patients, consequently our mode 


handling or treatment is generally with a different Por 
pose to that of the dealer and others. The incorrig! 
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horse is left in the hands of the breaker although occas-| The minutes of the last meeting were read by the ia 
ionally during operations we meet with unbroken and | Assistant Secretary. 
vicious animals. In some districts castrators are asked| A most interesting essay was then read by Mr. Berry [a 
to halter and operate on rough colts which no doubt re- | on “Influenza.” The subject was treated at great 1 Wi 
quire a good deal of tact and patience, to say nothing of | length and a prolonged discussion ensued in which , i 
time, and the owner gets good value for his money | many of the gentlemen present took part. a) Hi 
when he finds the man who will combine the acts of | Votes of thanks to the Essayist and oe termin- | q 
breaker and operator in one and the same person. If in | ated the proceedings. TENE 
) the mind of anyone the idea exists that a thorough Water Burt, Assist. Sec. | a 
horseman must be a brusque or brutish man, or that he | — ‘ol 
who practices A is or weak, the sooner | 
‘ that idea is dispelled the better, and we as veterinary 
< surgeons and experts should assistin dispersing any such EXTRACTS AND NOTES. ie 
t erroneous impressions. The influencea merciful yet quiet 
c and determined man has over an animal, and the confi- Wa th 
» dence displayed by such an animal is simply wonderful,| YORKSHIRE VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. iii 
a it seems to be like transmissibility of thought from man 
to beast. Probably you have noticed when riding a/ The Society cannot be by any means congratulated on 
- favourite horse you are desirous that he should alter | the tone of its discussion yesterday or its general attitude 
4 his paces, and without any perceptible movement of your | in regard to the articles on veterinary subjects which ) 
). body or limbs he frequently complies with your wish.| have been appearing in the “ Leeds Mercury.” We ) 
f- Facts of this description would lead one to think that | understand that Professor Wortley Axe, the author of 
at there is a close connection between the will of man and} two or three of the articles, received some time ago / 
~ beast, and that there is some analogy to thought or | from an official of the Society a copy of a report of a 
le: muscle, reacting in the human and equine subjects. | previous debate which its members held upon his con- | 
> How frequently we find a horse-owner applying a strovg | duct, and that his resignation of his membership was : 
‘at blistering ointment unnecessarily, or using the twitch | yesterday reported, on the ground of irreconcilable 
ry unmercifully. I think by discountenancing acts of | differences of opinion on professional etiquette between 
he: cruelty and setting a humane example we shall be/ himself and the Society. At yesterday’s meeting the 
he gaining the confidence and esteem of all well disposed | hon. secretary of the Society commented on the harm 
ay people. : which the articles we had published did to country prac- 1) P| 
0. While on this subject I may here remark that in many | titioners, and his remarks were echoed by other speakers, » he 
on- cases I don’t agree with the action of the Royal Society | one of whom, Mr. Bowman, of Leeds, said, however, that | 
ald for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. Many convic- | even more harm was done to the practitioners in ques- | 
Lee tiuns have been obtained upon insufficient evidence, | tion by the lectures given under the auspices of the 
sth while on the other hand flagrant cases of cruelty are| Yorkshire College and other institutions. Professor a | 
Ing overlooked ; take for instance the inspection of pit | Williams said that the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- oa 
ner ponies and horses, and the systematic cruelties practised | geons had taken action on the subject, and were deter- ba a | 
inst there. 1 am now speaking of what in my own experience | mined to “ protect the profession.”” The general opinion ) 
3 to took place a few years ago, and there is not to my know- | on all this will be that the profession which is to be 
The ledge at the present time any inspection of collieries with | “ protected ” agaiust these dangers is being made to look 
rent the object of suppressing cruelty. Again, look with what | as if its members thought that they had a vested interest 
ined freedom aman can mutilate his own horse, or employ | in the maintenance of popular ignorance un veterinary 
ater someone else to do it, and call it a surgical operation. A | subjects. We venture to think that such an impression 
lary short time ago 1 saw a horse’s mouth from which had | is not at all likely to improve the standing of the veteri- 
tion een torn some of the incisor teeth including the tushes,| nary profession, and that the sooner they set about 
— with the object of making the animal look younger. If removing it the better—Leeds Mercury, 26th January, 
wit the Royal Society for cruelty to animals would not | 1895. 
nless. “strain at gnats and swallow camels” a better feeling =—= 
the Society and the veterinary pro- 
u ession. It is absolut b | 
lately necouary that they should both oy Ixgormy ax Distasi 
ch Now, gentlemen, I thank you for the patient hearing at Hannon, St. Pawonas, 
effo you have given me during my few remarks. Anything | =———— ; I 
) pre can doin promoting the Society’s welfare will be a great | By Professor WortiEy Axk, late of the ‘Royal Veteri- | 
ost 0 pleasure to me. Although you may think there has been | nary College ; Consulting Veterinary Surgeon to the ' 
whim ‘4 note of complaint running through my address, yet British Dairy Farmers’ Association. | 
‘ soon my object in calling attention to what I consider needs 2 | 
— Atnendment is, in my judgment, for the welfare of the From a reprint of this report we have taken the follow- 
whe! Profession of which I feel su proud to be a member. ing abstract, retaining the words of the original but 
ron : omitting some details :— | 
3 does —=—== “ About the 30th of October, 1893, the attention of the 
» Medical Officers of Health for the districts of St. Pancras 
ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE Hendon, and Highgate was called to the sudden and 
MEDICAL ASSOCIATIGN. simultaneous appearance of a number of cases of scarla- 
tina. Inthe Highgate division of St. Pancras no fewer 
Th than eight cases occurred betwcen the 21st and the 27th 
da he nay General Meeting of the above Association | of October. In the adjoining Hornsey division of High- 
da r in the New Theatre of the College, on Wednes- | gate, 12 separate households were affected in the same 
a ebruary 6th, at 6.30. Mr. Dunstan was in the | period, and by the 7th of November the number had 
es There were 23 members present. ~- =~ | been increased to 20. Of this district, Dr. Clothier 
int’ Pe specimen was introduced by the Presi- | remarks, in his report to the Local Government Board : 
essor Hobday, “ Till quite recently, this neighbourhood has been very 
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| 
| 


446 


THE VETERINARY RECORD February 16. 1895. 


free from the disease.’ Between the 19th of October 
and the 1st of November eight fresh cases had occurred 
in Hendon, and of these, six were in that part of the 
district known as New Hendon, which the Medical 
Officer of Health reports “has been very free from 
scarlet fever up to October the 19th.” 

As this sudden and widespread outburst of disease 
could not be reconciled with extension of the malady by 
ordinary intercourse, inquiry by each medical officer was 
naturally directed in search of some specific centre of 
infection and a medium of distribution from such centre 
which shovld be common to all the infected households 
in his district. Early in the inquiry each separately, 
and all of them, arrived at the conclusion that the disease 
had its origin in specifically infected milk; and this 
view of the question received some sort of confirmation 
when it became known that the several districts referred 
to were being supplied with milk from a particular dairy 
farm at Hendon ; and the case was rendered still more 
conclusive after it was found that, with one or two 
exceptions, all the infected households in each district 
were obtaining their milk from this source either wholly 
or in part, and that for the most part the disease was 
absent from neighbouring households whose supply was 
obtained from other sources. 

Six retailers of milk—who shall be distinguished by 
the letters A, B, C, D, E, and F respectively—were 
receiving some or the whole of their supply from the 
Hendon farm. Mr. A’s business was in St. James’s, Mr. 
B’s at Highgate, Mr. C’s at Hampstead, and Messrs. D, 


E, and F’s at Hendon. 


Table showing the supply of Milk to each Customer ; 
the District ; Number of Customers; Number of House- 
holds Affected, and the Date of Commencement of Outbreak 


in each. 


Retailers and Number Number of Date of 
otherssupplied . District. of Households Commence- 
from Suspected Customers Affected by ment of 

Dairy. each Dairy. Outbreak. 

Mr. A St. James 480 vide 

» B St. Pancras 296 28 Oct. 21 

Hampstead 500 2 

ae Hendon 111 5 Oct. 22 

» E ea 83 1 Oct. 29 

men 
savant | Hendon Farm ... 2 Oct. 18 


Circumstances of the Outbreak. 


From what I have been able to gather as to the cir- 
cumstances of the outbreak in point of time, it wonld 
appear that the first case occurred on the 18th of 
October, in the person of a man who was engaged in 
milking the cows on the Hendon Farm. The history of 
this man is as follows:—He first became employed in 
this service un the 2nd of September, when he took up 
his abode with a fellow-servant. About the 16th of 
September he went away for a holiday into Hampshire, 
and returned on the 24th to resume his employment, at 
that time appearing to be in his usual health. The last 
time he milked the cows was on the 18th of October, on 
which day he reported himself ill and left his work. 
On the following day he was seen by a doctor, and 
notified as suffering from scarlatina. 

It is important to state that between September Ist 
and the time of this special outbreak scarlatina had been 
epidemic in Hendon and the adjoining district of Child’s 

ill. During this period no less than 20 cases had 
occurred with which, however, the milk in question 
could have had no concern. 

The next case to occur was in the daughter of Mr. E, 


days following the man above referred to. She had been 
directly connected with her father’s retail business, and 
also with the dairy farm from which the milk was 
obtained. In the former, she would occasionally deliver 
milk to the various customers; and in regard to the 
latter, she was in the habit of going with her father to 
fetch it from the farm. On the 22nd—two days later—a 
lad also in the employ of the Hendon farmer fell ill with 
what is stated to have been quinsy. ‘“ He was not a cow- 
man, but worked on the farm. and occasionally milked.” 
On the 29th of October a girl in the same employ was 
also attacked. Coincident with the onthreak at Hendon 
in the business of Messrs. D and E. cases were also 
notified in the Highgate and St. Pancras districts. where 
the disease subsequently prevailed somewhat extensively. 
Day by day it continued to spread, both at Hendon and 
St. Pancras, and reached its highest incidence during the 
week ending November the 2nd, when 19 cases were 
notified, of which 13 were in Highgate and St. Pancras, 
2 at Hampstead, and the rest in New Hendon. The 
subsequent subsidence of the disease after the incu] pated 
milk ceased to be distributed displayed the same remark- 
able suddenness which had characterised its outburst and 
spread, for after the Ist of November, when 7 cases 
occurred, only 2 others were notitied. 
It was not until the 30th of October, after a consider- 
able accession of cases on the 27th, that inquiries were 
set on foot as to the probable cause of the epidemic, and 
in this connection any theory as to its dependence on 
personal intercourse could then be safely set aside. For 
reasons already given milk soon came under suspicion. 
A visit was consequently made to the suspected farm by 
the Medical Officer of Health, who reported to his’ board’ 
that’ “ the sheds were in good sanitary condition ;’’ and 
at that time—October 30th—no trace of disease could be 
found in anyone employed on the farm. On the same 
day Mr. Villar, district, veterinary surgeon, examined all 
the cows in the service of the dairy, and certified that 
five of the herd of 104 “ were suffering from an eruption 
on their teats, accompanied in some cases with a febrile 
condition.”” He thereupon recommended “that the use 
of the milk from these animals be discontinued for the 
present ”—unot, as Mr. Villar subsequently informed me, 
because of any fear of its inducing scarlatina in those 
who might drink it, but on general sanitary principles. 
The farmer, although regarding the cows as blameless, 
and while appealing to his long experience of the harmless 
nature of the eruption, willingly acquiesced in the 
recommendation, and the affected cows were accordingly 
isolated from the rest of the herd, and placed under the 
care of a separate man, who milked them and threw their 
milk away. On the Ist of November a female servant 10 
the employ of the dairy farmer whdse milk was under 
suspicion also became aftected with the disease and was 
removed to hospital. From what source she received the 
infection at this late period of the outbreak could not be 
ascertained. 

Inspection of the Cows. 

All the cows in the service of the dairy were individ- 
ually examined, and every evidence of eruption, whether 
recent or past, slight or otherwise, was noted. If the 
number of animals remarked upon appears large, it can 
be said that they were not in excess of proportion to that 
which would be found in 60 per cent. of our dairy herds 
in confinement, if submitted to the same close inspectlo?, 
and especially where cows newly calved are being co” 
stantly introduced. 

Double Shed.—Here was found a white cow with a spo 
of eruption on the right front teat, and another oD the 
left-side teat behind. : 

A red and white cow was observed to have two vesicles 
or blisters, on the right hand teat—one about the 817° ° 


one of the retailers of milk, residing in Lower Hendon. 
_ This girl was reported ill on the 20th of October—two 


a bean, and the other of the size of a small pea. 


_ 
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Model Shed.—A cow was found here with a superficial 
eruption on all the teats, each bearing one or two small 
thin scabs about the size of a hemp seed to a pea. 

A second cow also presented superficial erosions on 
three of the teats, and a scattered eruption on the under 
surface of the udder, marked by the presence of small 
thin, dry crusts or scabs. 

Shed.—In this shed a cow was noticed to have a 
scaly eruption ov the under surface of the udder. 

The four cows next to be noticed were those which, 
together with another (two days prior to my visit), had 
been isolated on the 30th of October, and in respect of 
which Mr. Villar, veterinary surgeon, had reported as 
follows :— 

“ Having to-day examined at your request the cows in 
Mr. ————’s shed, I certify that five of the cows are 
suffering frou eruptions on their teats, accompanied in 
some cases with a febrile condition. And I would respect- 
fully suggest that at present it is not advisable to use the 
raw milk of these five cows.” 

No 1—a roan cow—had on the right front teat two 
round superficial sores, one about the size of a horse 
bean, and the other not larger than a pea. One sore of 
the same character also existed on the hind teat of the 
same side. In each case they were partly covered with a 
thin, dark, blood-stained scab. 

It was obvious from the character of the sores that 
they had had their origin in a vesicle, or “ blister,” 
and that the vesicles had been broken in the act of milk- 
ing. The skin of the teat beneath and around the cen- 
tres of eruption was not thickened, nor was there any 
special soreness detectable. The temperature of this 
animal was 101°. She was in good general health, gave 
a good supply of milk, and no hair was absent from the 
quarters or other parts of the body. 

No. 2. This cow showed an eruption on the right 
fore and hind teats. On the former there were two 
superficial sores, in every respect resembling those last 
described. Near to the base of the hind teat there was a 
superficial ulcer, somewhat irregular in its margin, and 
about the circumference of a large pea. Here the skin 
beneath and around the ulcer was somewhat thickened to 
the touch, but not visibly so. This cow’s temperature 
registered 102°. She wasin good general health, full of 
flesh, milking freely, and there was no loss of hair from 
the body. 

No. 3. The cow had on the right hind teat a small 
superficial sore towards the base, in every respect like 
those found in Nos, 1 and 2; but, in addition, there was 
on the same teat, near to its lower end, a somewhat 
raised vesicle, about the circumference of a hemp seed. 
This was white in colour, of recent origin, and had no 
surrounding redvess. When the epithelium which 
formed it was torn away, it was found to contain a small 

uantity of fluid, and a little gelatinous: looking matter. 

he temperatare of this animal was 101°. Her general 
health was good, her body well covered with flesh, she 
milked freely, and there was no Joss of hair. 

No. 4. On the left fore teat of this cow there was an 
ulcer about the size of a horse bean. It was somewhat 

per than the one last referred to, and beneath it and 
around it for a little distance the skin was slightly thick - 
ened to the touch, but not visibly so. There was no 
tenderness or swelling beyond the area of the ulcer. The 
temperature was 102°, the general health good, and the 
of her body undisturbed. As to the duration of the 
‘ruption, no information could be obtained beyond the 
general statement that they “always had it more or 
88; and, from the declining state in which it existed 
mM some of the cases, it could be safely affirmed to 
Vieit been present in the herd for some time prior to my 


Hendon Cow Disease of 1885 and 1893 Compared. 


located at a neighbouring farm, medical officers of health 


to whether the disease in the cows in question is the 
same as that which prevailed in Hendon in 1885, and 
which has since been dignified by the term “ cow 
scarlatina.”’ 

To this question I am able to give a definite answer. 
Beyond being an eruptive disease, the malady in question 
has no resemblance or pathological relation to that which 
prevailed in the herd of the late Mr. Panter. This will 
in some measure be seen by comparing the leading 
characteristics of the one with those of the other. 


PRESENT ERUvPTION. ERUPTION IN 1885 CAsEs. 


1. Originates in small vesicles,or 1. Originated in comparatively 
blisters, on a slightly reddened skin. large vesicles on a thickened and 
Rupture of the blisters is followed inflamed skin; when ruptured, 
by the formation of a thin brown replaced by a thick blackish-brown 
scab. scab. 

2. There is no swelling of the 
teats, and the skin beneath and 2. Teats considerably swollenand 
about the vesicles is not at all, or inflamed. Skin of teat beneath the 
only in exceptional cases, slightly eruption much thickened. 
thickened. 

3. Ulceration is only occasional, 
and always superficial. 

4. Healing takes place in seven to 
ten days. 

5. No loss of hair. 


3. Ulceration the rule, and fre- 
quently deep. 

4. Healing delayed for many days 
or weeks. 

5. Loss of hair. 


In the comparative description given above it will be 
seen that, whereas in the present outbreak there is no 
swelling of the affected teats, in the 1885 outbreak, 
swelling, intense redness, and soreness were the charac- 
teristic features of the affection. Moreover, in the out- 
break in question, ulceration is the exception. In the 
outbreak of 1885 it was the rule. Asa matter of diagno- 
sis we have in the present case to deal with two simple 
forms of eruption, technically known as aczema and 
herpes. In some instances they result from dietetic 
causes ;in others, from parturient disturbance. These 
diseases are seldom absent from dairy herds, and it would 
be quite exceptional to closely inspect such a number of 
cows as have been dealt with in this herd without find- 
ing several, it may be many, cases of the kind, and 
especially so where, as in this dairy, the stock is being 
constantly recruited from newly calved cows. Inquiry 
as to the existence and duration of the disease brought 
forth the respouse that “ we always have a sore teat or 
two; and this isso uniformly the case in large herds in 
coustant confinement that little or no regard is paid to 
them so long as they are unattended with painful swell- 
ing, and exist ouly, as they usually do, in small numbers. 
It is this almost constant presence of the disease, and its 
simple character, which begets the indifference displayed 
towards it by cow-herds. 

Such are the facts which I have been able to gather 
together in the course of this inquiry. .As to the con- 
clusions to be drawn from them, one at least may, I 
think, be unreservedly accepted—viz , that this unfortu- 
nate outbreak of disease had its origin in specifically in- 
fected milk. I recall the data upon which this conelu- 
sion rests—(1) That the disease was confined to house- 
holds supplied by the inculpated milk, and to them 
alone: exception must be made to Hampstead, where 21 
cases occurred outside the distribution of the Hendon 
milk : (2) That it ceased to spread and died out within 
14 days after the milk ceased to be distributed. 

Did the eruptive disease from which the cows suffered 
stand to the scarlatina outbreak in relatiou of cause to 
effect? In this connection. it may be accepted as cer- 
tain that the products of the cow eruption did gain access 
to the milk, and had probably done so for some time 
prior to the outbreak ‘ but the absence of disease in the 
customers of Mr. A, who were most of all others exposed 
to any evilinfluence it might possess, would seem to ex- 


Remembering the outbreak of scarlatina in the North- 


clude it as a cause of the epidemic. 


West district of London in 1885, which was alleged to 
have arisen out of an eruption on the teats of cows 


and local hoards have naturally manifested anxiety as 
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As to the source of the coutagion, inquiry has failed 
to indicate any other than that presented by the man 
Budd, who sickened for scarlatina while still engaged in 
milking, from which time the disease rapidly spread, 
and quickly disappeared when his connection with the 


dairy 


ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF 
ENGLAND. 


On Tuesday, February 6th, the various committees of 
this Society were held at Hanover Square. The follow. 
ing is the report of 

Tue VETERINARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Cay reported that the annual report of the Royal 
Veterinary College upon the investigations conducted 
under the Society’s grant was in course of preparation, 
aud would be published in the next number of the Jour- 
nal. A letter had been read from Mr. W. Hunting, 
F.R.C.V.S., on the subject of the compensation er 
for slaughtered horses under the Glanders Order of 1894. 
The matter had been postponed for further consideration 
at the next meeting of the committee. A pamphlet con- 
taining the report of the Special Committee on Abortion 
in Cattle, together with the complete Minutes of Evi- 
dence and Appendices, had now been published for 
general information. The committee presented their 
recommendations as to the veterinary inspectors to act 
in conjunction with Professor Brown at the Darlington 
meeting next June. It had been arranged that all 
certificates of unsoundness should be signed by three 
inspectors. 

The question as to whether the Society should hold an 
exhibition of pigs at the Darlington meeting had been 
considered, and as the Committee understood that the 
restrictions imposed last year by the Board of Agriculture 
had been considerably relaxed, they recommended that 
the secretary be authorised to receive entries of pigs for 
the prizes announced in the Darlington prize-sheet, sub- 
ject to any action which the Council might find it 
necessary to take in view of future contingencies. 

The examiners in cattle pathology for the diploma of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in 1894 had 
reported that the following students, placed in order of 
merit, had become entitled to the medals offered by the 
Society.—(1) F. W. Carless, Hoveringham, near Not- 
tingham ; (2) G. W. Freer, Uppingham, Rutland. The 
Committee recommended therefore, that the Society’s 
large medal be given in silver to Mr. Carless and in 
bronze to Mr. Freer. The Committee recommended 
the appointment of Mr. Albert H. Darwell, 
MROVS., of Northwich, as the Society’s Provin- 
cial Veterinary Surgeon for Cheshire, in succession 
to Mr. W. Lewis, of Crewe, deceased. The committee 
suggested for the consideration of the Journal Committee 
that a copy of the annual reports of the Royal Veterinary 
College should be sent to each of the Society’s Provincial 
Veterinary Surgeons, with the object of keeping them 
informed of the progress of the Society’s veterinary in- 
vestigations, 

The Committee has considered the suggestion made by 

Sir Henry Simpson on the 13th of December last, viz. :-- 
“ That the Society’s consent to the revision of the scheme 
for the National Registration of Farriers, by which 
separate registration is granted to ‘doormen,’ should be 
withheld,” but they saw no reason to recommend depar- 
ture from the principle of their minute approved by the 
Council on the 25th of July last, that they would not 
raise any objection to the alterations proposed in the 
scheme by which separate registration had been granted 
to “doormen.” 


w The following report had been presented by Prof. 
rownD :— 

| Pxievro-Pngumonia.—During the four weeks ended 
January 26th one animal, suspected of being affected with 
this disease, was slaughtered by order of the Board of 
Agriculture, and was four d, on post-mortem examination 
to be free from it, but affected. with tubercle. 

Swine Fever.—In the four weeks 439 pigs died from 
swine fever, 1979 were killed by order of the Board of 
Agriculture as diseased or having been exposed to infec- 
tion, and 58 were killed as suspected, but found free 
from the disease. In the corresponding period of 1894, 
498 pigs died from swine fever, 3662 were slaughtered as 
diseased or in contact,and 59 suspected when killed were 
found free from disease. 

AntHRAx.—There have been 38 outbreaks of this 
disease and 67 animals attacked, as compared with 56 
outbreaks and 117 animals attacked in the corresponding 
period ot last year. . 

GLANDERS (including Farcy).—There have been 71 
outbreaks of glanders and 132 horses attacked, as com- 
pared with 95 outbreaks and 135 horses attacked in the 
first four weeks of 1894. 

Rasiges.—This disease is still increasing. There have 
been 56 cases reported in four weeks of this year, as com- 
pared with 13 in the same period of 1894, 9 in 1893, and 
1 in 1892. The disease is most prevalent at the present 
in the West Riding of Yorkshire, in which no less than 
41 of these recent cases have occurred. 

Axsortion.—Experiments for the purpose of testing 
the infectivity of abortion have been carried on during 
the last mouth at the Rvyal Veterinary College. gp 


A NEW ANTI-SCIENCE SHRIEKER. 


The Saturday Review of February 2nd has an article 
entitled “ The Antitoxin Boom,”’ which must have star- 
tled many of those who still read that once famous jour- 
nal, The discoverers of the new remedy are lumped 
together under the polite designation of “a gang of 
foreign medical adventurers ;” the treatment is spoken 
of as “the cure of corruption by corruption,” and “a 
monstrous piece of quackery;”’ and it is said that 
“there is no reason to suppose that when the medical 
and the lay press realise that they have been made tools 
of to swell the proceeds of foreign quackery, the auti- 
toxin cure will escape the discredit that overwhelmed the 
Koch consumption cure, Dr. Ferron’s (sic) cholera inocu- 
lation in Spain, the Haffkine method of dealing with 
this disease in India, or the abominations promoted by 
that prince of charlatans, Dr. Brown-Séquard.” Of 
serious argument there is hardly a trace—only some 
juggling with figures and one or two obvious criticisms 
which have been urged in our own columns and elsewhere 
ever since the discovery was announced. The rest is 
mere “ swearing at large,’’ as silly as that which the Echo 
and the Star are wont to indulge in, and evea more 
vulgar. ‘he Saturday Reviler (as John Bright called it) 
in its better days was often wrong-headed enough, but it 
would have disdained to rant to the gallery. A Saturday 
Shrieker is a thing to make the judicious grieve. As the 
article may derive a fictitious importance from its appear- 
ance in a periodical which long bore an honoured name, 
it is necessary to insist on the fact that the Sdtwrday 
Review is not what it was when Douglas Cuok was editor, 
and Lord Salisbury, Sir William Harcourt, and Pro- 
fessor Freeman were among its contributors. 
Bottom, it has been “ translated.”’ It would be waste of 
time to argue seriously with a writer whose method 
dealing with the question is to treat M. Roux’s statistics 


as a kind of arithmetical puzzle and simply ignore 
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large and ever growing body of evidence from many 
other quarters. We are accused of “raving about the 
antitoxin cure;’’ yet there is hardly anything in the 
writer’s criticisms, such as they are, which he might not 


have found in our columns. We have all along been 


not used a proper instrument. He thought that this 
man ought to be shown that he was not a fit person for 
the work, and that he ought to be severely punished for 
such a diabolical act. 

The statement of Mr. Colam was borne out by 


careful to check premature or exuberant enthusiasm ; we | evidence. 


have insisted on the necessity of the greatest cantion in 


Inspector Chivers deposed that he saw the defeudant, 


testing observations ; we have pointed ont the numerous | when he said “I alone am responsible. I went to kill a 
fallacies which have to be guarded against in estimating | horse at Parkhurst Barracks. It was on its side. I cut 


the value of the remedy ; and we have published from 


it in the chest, but I made a mistake in the side, I then 


week to week reports of cases treated with the new | cut its throat. Failing in that, someone hit it on the 


remedy in this country, and every particle of evidence 
bearing on the question which has come to our knowledge 
with absolute impartiality. If this is what the Saturday 
Review means by “raving,” it is possible that it may 
take its own extraordinary deliverance on the subject to 
be argumentative. There is one point in the article on 
which it is necessary to speak seriously. The reviewer im- 
plies that the antitoxin treatment is being exploited by 
“the gang of foreign medical adventurers ” aforesaid for 
their own pecuniary benefit, and he adds that “a surgeon 
of eminence has started a fund to purchase a supply of their 
nostrum.” “ The price of an adult dose,” it is added, 
“is now 24s., which would work out at about £200 a 
pint, or about 100@ per cent. profit on the cost of produc- 
tion .” Now the charity that thinketh no evil may be 
disposed to consider the writer of these outrageous mis- 
statements as only crassly and shamefully ignorant. 
May we venture to suggest, however, that in future he 
should follow the advice given to Polonius, and “ play 
the fool only in ’s own house.” Such stuff can hurt only 
the paper which gives it the hospitality of its columns. 
The Saturday Review, in conclusion, says it prefers to be 
“scientific, not humanitarian,’ but hints at the terrible 
things it could say if it would on the latter aspect of the 
antitoxin treatment. Let not our contemporary lay 
that flattering unction to its soul: in this matter at 
least it is neither “scientific”? nor “ humanitarian,” 
unless, indeed, it be scientific to denounce high-minded 
seekers after truth as vulgar swindlJers, and humanitarian 
to oppose an honest endeavour to mitigate one of the 
worst scourges Of humanity.—Brit. Med. Journal. 


SHOCKING CRUELTY. 


William Cave, Newport, was summoned at the Isle of 
Wight Petty Sessions for cruelty to a horse on the 9th 
January.—F. L. Colam, Barrister, appeared for the pro- 
secutors (the R.S.P.C.A., represented by Inspector 
Chivers). Defendant pleaded not guilty. 

_ Mr. Colam said that on the 9th of January, at 4 o’clock 
in the afternoon, it appeared that the accused came into 
the stables attached to the King’s Royal Rifles Barracks 
at Parkhurst. In the stables there was a mare, which 
was suffering from some injury, and which defendant had 

n sent for to kill and take away. The defendant 
pulled out a long butcher’s knife and endeavoured to 
sharpen it on a stone. He then probed with great 
Violence the long knife into the chest of the animal, and 
this continued for 15 minutes, the animal shrieking with 
the agony. At last the defendant said “ Oh, it. I 
am on the wrong side,” and he went to the other side. 
Failing in his attempt to kill the animal on that side, he 
went to the animal’s throat and tried to kill it in that 
way. Eventually another man hit it across the head 
with an iron bar, and defendant dragged it across the 
yard, and put it in the cart before it was dead. He 

ould ask them to punish this man severely. Uf course, 


head. I am very sorry for what I have done, and hope I 
shall hear no more about it.” Defendant was a carrier. 
Not a proper horse slaughterer. 

Defendant said that the horse was mad when he went 
in the stable. He did not want to have a gun fired in 
the stable. The horse was in agonies of pain when he 
went in. He had always made a very good job of this 
sort of thing before. 

The Chairman said that the Bench could not look 
upon the matter in any other light than that of a case of 
gross cruelty. The defendant had attempted, he (the 
Chairman) hoped from pig-headed stupidity, to kill an 
animal in an entirely wrong way. It showed he did not 
know how to properly do so. The Bench had fully con- 
sidered the case, and they could only mark their dis- 
approval of such an act by sentencing him severely. He 
would go to prison for 28 days, with hard labour. 

There has been an appeal against the decision, and the 
defendant has, we understand, since been released.—Isle 
of Wight Observer. 


THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE: 
A Birrer Cry. 


ExpERIzNTIA Docet writes: You will be deserving 
of the everlastiug gratitude of young medical men con- 
templating a career in India if you will inform them of 
the following facts, which I make after some years’ per- 
sonal experience in India: 


1. The value of the rupee is now 1s. 03d. (one shilling 
and a-halfpenny), and is likely to be less, 


2. Two hundred poands a year in India equal 320 
rupees a month. 


3. It is absolutely necessary to keep a horse, owing to 
the relaxing climate. 


4, Private practice, except in the very large towns like 
Bombay and Calcutta, would not pay one’s house rent_ 


5. A medical man, even as a bachelor, cannot live in 
anything like decent comfort, all reasonable expenses 
included, for less than 10 rupees (equal to 10s, 5d.) daily ; 
while for a married man without capital it would be im- 
possible ; he would be much better off as an assistant in 
England. . 

6. The mortality amongst Europeans is just double 
what it is at home, and when cholera breaks out the 
deaths are one in two of those attacked. 


7. There are no poor houses in India where a destitute 
man may seek a refuge. 

8. Life in India is not only one of exile but it is mostly 
glamour, and of the artificially exalted order, without 
any real substantial advantages that can be compared 
with home life.—Brit. Med. Jowrnal. 


rRemembering the articles in The Record by ‘‘ Kudyard 
Ripling ” we aoe thought the above might also interest 


he had used a pes instrument, he could be excused, 
but he thought the Bench would aliow that the man had 


those contemplating veterinary service in India.—Ep.]} 
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PARLIAMENTARY. 


Hors£s IN THE BritisH ARMY. 


In the House of Commons‘on Tueday, 12th instant. 

Sir C. Ditge asked the Secretary of State for War how 
many trained cavalry horses in all, and how many over 
five years of age, were on the establishment in England 
and Wales as attached to the ten regiments of cavalry of 
the Live and 11 depots stationed in England and Wales ; 
how many officers, warrant officers, and men there were 
in the sams regiments and depdts ; whether the effective 
strength of horses on the British establishment was 
virtually the same now as it was 20 years ago, in spite of 
the great increase in the establishment of meu in that 

riod and the great increase of horses attahed to the 
infantry and Army Service Corps ; and whether, in con- 
sequence, the horses attached to the household Cavalry 
and to the cavalry of the Line, Royal Horse Artillery 
and Royal Artillery on the home establishment, taken 
together, had decreased within that period. 


Mr. CaMpBELL-BANNERMAN.--There are 3,712 public 
horses belonging to the ten regiments of cavalry of the 
Line and 11 depots stationed in England and Wales. Of 
these 306 rank as untrained, and 351 are under five 
years of age. There are 7,019 officers aud men in the 
sume corps, but 269 of these are officers, nearly all of 
whom have private horses. The establishment of horses 
for all arms on the British establishment, which includes 
the colonies, in 268 below that of 1875. For the Houuse- 
hold Cavalry, cavalry of the Line, and Royal Artillery, 
taken together, serving at home, which is not the same 
thing as the British establishment, the decrease since 
1875 is 2,182. It is to be observed, however, the artillery 
have now 253 horses in Egypt and Natal more than in 
1875. The cavalry have 258 more horses than in 1875, 
but 647 of their horses are in Egypt and South Africa, aud 
54 horses which used to be shown as cavalry are now 
shown, where they are used, at the Royal Military Col- 
lege. This accounts for 954—of the apparent decrease, 
the remainder is mainly accounted for by the decrease of 
Royal Horse Artillery effected some few years ago, and 
by other artillery changes. 


Masor Rascu asked whether there were not 13,000 
cavalry troopers on the strength of the establisnment, 
and only 8,000 horses on which to mount them. 


Mr. CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN replied that he could not 
say. He could not accept figures he had had no oppor- 
tunity of revising. 


PLEUKO- PNEUMONIA. 


Mr, Joun Ex.is asked the President of the Board of 
Agriculture whether his department was in possession of 
any information as to the occurrence of some cases of 
poe pneumonia amongst cattle landed at Antwerp 

rom Canada ; and, in that case, what were the particu- 
lars, and what action had been taken by the Bolgian 
Government in consequence. 


Mr, GarpNeR:—From the information which I. have 
obtained on this subject it appears that contagious 
pleuro-pneumonia was discovered by the Belgian authori- 
ties amongst cattle landed at Autwerp from Canada 
from the ships Hispania and Cecilia. Three animals in 
all were found to be diseased, and one of them is stated 
to have been an old encysted case. A large number of 
the most experienced veterinarians in Belgium, including 
the teachers of the Government veterinary schools, were 
consulted in the matter, and they appear to have been 
unanimous as to the nature of the disease. In conse- 

uence of these discoveries the importation of cattle from 


Canada into Belgium has been prohibited. 


Serious Outbreak of Horse Disease in Neweastle. 


We understand that an epidemic of influenza of an un- 
usual and very fatal chaarcter, is raging amongst the 
horses in several large studs in Newcastle. The outbreak 
has been brought before the board of the North-Eastern 
Railway Company, and other owners of large studs in the 
city, and veterinary experts are investigating the nature 
of the epidemic, which is proving more fatal than that of 
pink eye, which created great ravages amongst the horses 
last year. There is an element in the disease which is 
quite puzzling to the experts.—Newcastle Journal. 


Veterinary Supervision of Markets. 


Ata meeting of the Forfarshire Local Anthority at 
Forfar on Monday, 28th ult., a letter was read from the 
Board of Agriculture regarding the desirability of main- 
taining the veterinary supervision of all animals taken 
to markets, fairs, and public sales in the county, in 
order that the presence of contagious disease might be 
readily detected and quickly dealt with. The importance 
of this, the letter stated, was apparent owing to the 
measures that were found to be necessary for the extir- 
pation of pleuro pneumonia, foot and mouth disease and 
swine fever. After discussion the letter was allowed to lie 


op the table-—Arbroath Herald. 


Personal. 


ail 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. Ausert H. Darwe tt, M.R.C.V.S., of Northwich, 
has been appointed by the Council of the Royal Agri- 
cultural Svuciety of England, to be their Provincial 
veterinary surgeor for the County of Cheshire. 


Messrs. C. A. Squarr, M.R.C.V.S., (Reigate); W1Lson, 
(Warlingham),and HurcuHens (Penshurst), are the judges 
of the horses this year at the Lingfield and Crowhurst 
Horse Show and Ploughing Match, which was to have 
been held on the Ist inst. but has been postponed in 
consequence of the weather. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette, Feb. 5th, 1895. 
Promotions. 
Vet.-Lieut. Edward Taylor, to be Vet.-Captain. 
Vet.-Lieut. Alfred Joseph Haslam, M.D., F.R.C.V.5 
to be Vet.-Captain. Dated Feb. 4, 1895. 


Vet.-Lieut. A. 8. Trydell, has been granted six 
months leave of absence from India. 

Vet.-Lieut. G. K. Walker has been posted to Wool- 
wich from Aldershot, and joined for duty on the 
1st inst. 


OBITUARY. 


Mr. S. Burton, M.R.C.V.S., of Torquay. : 
Graduated, April, 1866. 


Mr. Burton died at Torquay on Saturday, <_— 
26th after about five weeks serious illness. He was 
50 years of age. 
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THE YORKS. V.M.A. AND PROFESSOR AXE. 
Dear Sir, 

Probably many an impecunious country practitioner 
will rejoice in the censure incurred by Prof. Axe, at the 
hands of the Yorkshire Vet. Medical Association, as re- 
ported in your issue of Feb. 9th. 

In these days of acute agricultural depression—what 
with veterinary medicine chests, veterinary books, veteri- 
nary forges, quacks, etc., surely the struggling practi- 
tioner has enough to put up with, without men of light 
and leading in his own profession joining the ranks of 
the oppressurs. Far be it from me to question the re- 
spected Professor’s views on Profegsional Etiquette, yet 
perhaps I may be pardoned for suggesting that the whole- 
sale dissemination of signed articles on professional sub- 
jects, in lay papers, can but be injurious to his brethren 
generally, and is scarcely suggestive of a vast amount of 
esprit de corps. 

I see it was stated that the information contained in 
The Leeds Mercury and The Norfolk News, was not always 
reliable, but whether this is so or not seems to me beside 
the question. Certainly one’s clients deem it valuable, 
and act upon it in all those simpler cases which are 
equally remunerative with, and much less worrying than 
those of a more serious type, and which would ordinarily 
fall to the share of the regular veterinary attendant. 

In conclusion I venture to re-echo Prof. William’s 
hope that the action of the Yorkshire Vet. Medical 
Association, may act as a deterrent to offenders in this 
connection, but should this not be so, probably The Col- 
lege, in the mere fitness of things, will see its way to 
altering its motto from “ Vis wnita fortior” to Sauve qui 
peut.”—I am, dear Sir, faithfully yours, 

Cuarizes Apram, M.R.C.V\S. 

Walsingham, Feb. 11, 1895. 


DOG MUTILATION. 
1R, 

I think you might have devoted a little more space 
and prominence to the splendid decision of the Worship 
Street Magistrate in the dog ear-cropping case lately 
tried there. A few more such cases and we shall hear 
no more of this barbarous practice. If this case was not 
sufficient to destroy the custom, its death knell has cer- 
tainly been rung since by the publication of the Prince 
of Wales’ very excellent letter on the subject which has 
come at such an opportune time, when as you say “ con- 
siderable excitement has teen aroused among fanciers 
and dog men” and others also. This letter is an ex- 
tremely valuable one, because it not only condemns ear- 
cropping, but other similar mutilations such as tail-cut- 
ting etc., for it says that the Prince of Wales “ has never 
allowed any dog belonging to him to be mutilated.” Still 
later notice has been given that the President of the 
Committee of the Kennel Club intends to move a resolu- 
tion at the next meeting that on and after acertain date 
dogs with cropped ears will be disqualified at all dog 
shows held under the club, which will, I think, bury the 
thing altogether. Trusy the R.S.P.C.A. has great cause 

or congratulation and rejoicing wita its latest triumph 

over prejudice and custom. It has worked long and 

Patiently, but it is now beginning to reap some benefit 

and has the pleasure of seeing that its labours have vot 
nin vain, 

Surely it is now time that all members of our pro- 

‘he should dissociate themselves from these and 
on ar cruel practices indulged in for the sake of fancy 

fashion, which is the only plea in their favour, but no 


justification, 
t will soon change if his Roya 


the same way. Then animals will be allowed to live and 
die in their original form and beanty, without being 
tampered with by the blighting and distorting hand of 
man. But what about the professional genius who came 
up from Blackpool to teach the London magistrate. If 
he goes on developing more extraordinary theories like 
the one in connection with the dog’s ears he will very 
soon become an ornament to the profession and the 
school which gave him inceptive power. 

Does he mean to assert that the seventh pair of nerves 
have their origin in the tips of the ears or is he going 
to turn things upside down—or what?—I am, yours 
faithfully, 


Oxford, Feb. 13th, 1895. 


Jas. P. S. WALKER. 


. THE LATE PROFESSOR LEWIs. 
IR, 

I read with deep regret, shared I am sure by very many 
of your numerous readers, the report in the current issue 
of The Record, of the sad death of Professor Lewis. 
Having had the advantage of being a student during 
the deceased gentleman’s professorship I cannot let the 
opportunity ~~ of paying a tribute to the memory of 
one who in the general opinion of his pupils, displayed a 
knowledge of the subjects he taught, and what is of more 
importance in a teacher, an ability to impart it to others, 
which laid upon the members of his classes a deep and 
lasting sense of obligation. His clear and incisive 
demonstrations and explanations on his subjects of 
apatomy and materia-medica will long remain in the 
memory of those who had the opportunity of profiting by 
them, and it was in no small degree owing to his ability 
and perseverance that the New Veterinary College was 
for some time able to eclipse all its rivals in the percent- 
age of passes obtained by its students at the examina- 
tions. . 

I am well aware that there are many of the deceased’s 
students better able to do him justice than myself, but 
in this age of rush and hurry, one who has been for a short 
time without the arena of publicity is apt to be for- 
gotten by the active combatants, and in publishing this 
short letter you will give expression to the feelings of 
many who like myself can never forget the debt owing to 
one of their most industrious preceptors.—Faithfully 
yours, 
Market Deeping, 
Feb. 11th, 1895. 


J. A. Rosprnson. 


THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
VETERINARIANS. 
Dear Sir, 
At our Annual Meeting held Friday, February 8, 1895, 
the following resolution was unanimously passed :— 
It was proposed by Mr. T. Hopkin, and seconded by 
Mr. G. Gartside Mayor—“ That the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons be requested to 
take such steps as it may deem expedient to obtain a 
change in the policy of the Board of Agriculture, 
which under present administration is failing most 
lamentably in its work. Ignoring the Veterinary pro- 
fession on all possible occasions, placing men in positions 
for which they have no qualifications, causing an encr- 
mous and extravagant waste of the public money without 
effecting the purpose for which the department was 
created.” Also that a copy of this resolution be sent to 
all the Veterinary Medical Societies, and that every 
veterinary surgeon should without delay lay the facts 
before his local and any other Members of Parliament 
likely to help in remedying this scandalous state of 
affairs.—Yours faithfully, 


in this r 
“lighness and a few more leaders will only speak out in 


Harry D. Hon. Sec 
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Dean Sir, 
Having watched movements at the Board of Agricul- 


ture in England for some time—from the first employ- 
ment of lay inspectors to the appointment of Major 
Tennant in place of Professor Brown—l1 think it is high 
time that action should be taken by the profession. 
This can-be easily done. The stockowners are on our 
side. Let us form a strong committee to draw up a 
memorial, get it printed and send a copy to every veteri- 
nary surgeon in the three kingdoms, with paper to hold 
the names of about 100 stockowners and farmers. There 
is not a V.S. in the realm that could not get his clients 
to sign, within a time stated by the committee. Action 
of this kind in a just cause would bring the Board to 
reason, but at the same time we must lose no chance of 
explaining our grievances to such members of Parliament 
as we meet. This can be done for a small cost and 
although I am an Irishman, I shall be pleased to give my 
share. Are we asa profession going to take energetic 
action or are we going to take our licking lying down? 
The answer can only be one way. 


Lisburn, Feb. 11th, 1895 


JAMES GREGG. 


“ RABIES CANINA.” 


SIR, 
In your issue of the 2nd instant there is an article on 
the above subject, which disease, regret to say, is con- 
siderably on the increase, more particularly in Lanca- 
shire, Cheshire, and the West Riding of York, for-as a 
matter of fact this disease was never so rampant in the 
latter county as it has been during the last six months. 
Almost every division in that county has had cases, but 
Leeds has had the greater number. In county news- 
per it is painful to read the number of animals and 

uman beings who have been attacked by dogs, and in a 
few instances cats. True it is that dogs affected very 
frequently bolt from their homes, and one is led to 
believe they bite at any dog or animal they meet until 
they are destroyed. This is fairly illustrated by the fact 
of a dog leaving its home at Keighley, in the West Rid- 
ing of Yorkshire, after biting two dogs rear the owner’s 
house, and being shot at Banks, near Ormskirk, Lan- 
eashire, after attacking a man and several dogs there; 
this dog must have travelled at least 40 miles, and this 
took place on the 20th March, 1894. Fortunately in this 
case the owner was found, for the animal had a collar on 
with the name and address of the owner thereon. 
Auother dog became rabied in October last, near Roch- 
dale, and travelled nearly 50 miles before it was de- 
stroyed ; in its journey it attacked pigs and dogs and 
killed a number of poultry. This sort of thiug will pro- 
bably account for the rapid increase in the number of 
cases. For though the police authorities may do their 
utmust to trace all that have been attacked, yet it is 
beyond doubt that this is almost impossible when the 
dog is running amuck for such long distances. 

1 am firmly convinced that it isn ecessary for every 
dog to wear a collar with the owner's name and address 
thereon, and it would be well if licences were only gran - 
ted conditionally that the owner’s name and address 
should be engraved on a brass plate on each dog’s collar. 
Of course in the dumb form of the disease there is no 
tendency to harm or bite at surrounding objects, the 
animal seldom leaves home, but dies in trom fuur to 

ht and suffocation. 

ortunately ough many human bein 
attacked I have only heard two fatal 
those occurred at Marsden in December last; the 
deceased, it appears, had been housekeeper in a family 
at that place, aud was patting a dog belonging to her 
master of which she was very fond ; the animal jumped 


up and bit her on the fo: and then made its escape ; 


it afterwards attacked other dogs, and was eventually 
shot. A post-mortem examination was made and it was 
proven to have suffered from rabies. 

The police authorities are undoubtedly doing their 
level best to stamp out the disease ; the Rabies Order 
empowers them to do very differently now to what could 


be done ten years since. Leeds police alone had 811 


stray or unmuzzled dogs last month, and more than two- 
thirds of that number were destroyed, against 435 in 
December last, and no doubt the Rabies Order is carried 
out to the letter all over the country. 

Fortunately very few cases have transpired at Saddle- 
worth, as mentioned by your correspondent, in proof of 
which I will quote a paragraph from his article, viz. : 
“In Saddleworth they have had many rabid dogs of late, 
a week or two ago the medical officer of health declared 
one to be mad, and it was destroyed and a post-mortem 
examination was made by a veterinary surgeon who 
declared that it was not rabid, but was suffering from the 
effects of a lady’s garter in its stomach.” Such a state- 
ment ought never.to have been made as it is misleading, 
and what is more—uutrue. 

The facts are these:—On December 3rd, 1894, a dog 
was left to be taken care of at The Royal George Inn, 
Greenfield, Saddleworth. When it was taken to the Inn 
it was in an apparently healthy condition ; after being in 
the stable about two hours it appeared very strange in 
its manner and snapped at two persons who weut to give 
it food and water, and as it seemed to get worse, and as 
Dr. Ramsden, the Medical Officer for the Township, was 
passing he was asked to look at the dog, which he did, 
and said in his opinion the dog was mad and ought to 


be destroyed. The dog was shot and was taken Pgpsess- 


ion of by the police superintendent, who had a post- 
mortem examination made on the animal by myself and 
Mr, Arnfield, my assistant, which was dove on the 4th 
December. The police superintendent is the inspector 
under the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act to the 
Saddleworth Division, and he in his report stated that 
the result of the post mortem showed that the dog had 
suffered from stoppage and inflammation of the bowels 
caused by the swallowing of a lady’s broad elastic band 
garter, with a clasp on it.about one inch long and } of an 
inch wide. This is in my possession at the present time. 
The animal was certified by me not to have suffered from 
rabies, but from impaction of the bowels and conse- 
quent inflammation, owing to the presence of a lady’s 
garter, which I found rolled up in the faeces, and forming 
a hard impacted mass in the rectum about four inches 
from the anus—not in the stomach, as quoted by your 
correspondent. The other organs of the body were per- 
fectly healthy. No doubt the dog wasin great pain 
when seen by the doctor and others, aud this would 
account for the apparent madness. During the last 
three years there have ouly been three cases of rabies, 
and three supposed cases, and two of these cases and two 
supposed cases have taken place during the last twelve 
mouths. 
E. R. Scuorretp, M.R:C.V.S., Oldham. 
Vet. Surgeon for the Saddleworth Division. 


Communications, Books Papers receive :—Messts 
C. Abram, (H. M. Singleton, W. Watts, H. Hills, Jt. 
S. W. Bailey, 341) J. A. Robinson, W. Carless (enclosure), 
E. H. Schofield, FF. W. Hall, J.Gregg, E. W. Hoare, 
John Blakeway, W.H. Bloye, T. A. Huband (enclosure), 
Spy, The Practical Farmer (Philadelphia). 


Original articles and reports should be written on = 


side only of the paper, and authenticated by the names 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily;for publication. 

Communications for the;Editor to be addressed 20 Fulbs™ 
Road, 8.W. 
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